Sun Valley Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth Rookie Baseball Rules

Player Roster

At least a twelve (12) man roster is suggested. Games may be played with as few as 8 players.

Defensive Positions

With eleven (11) players on the field playing defense at one time, two pitchers (one of each side of the pitching machine, outside the pitchers circle) and one catcher.  The infield will consist of a shortstop, first (1st) baseman, second (2nd) baseman, and third (3rd) baseman.  The outfield will consist of the left fielder, left-center fielder, right-center fielder and right fielder.  The outfielders will stay on the outfield grass behind the infielders until the ball is hit.  

Batter

All players are placed in the batting lineup. An extra hitter can be used as long as the player gets his/her defensive innings. The extra hitter is not required.
Game Length

Six inning or two hours is the length of the game.  No new inning will begin after two hours.  Any inning started with less than fifteen (15) minutes left in the game will be considered an open inning. 

Scoring

An official scorebook will not be kept for this division.  4 run rule per inning will be in effect during all games. 

Umpires

There are no legal umpires in this division.  A coach or manager will feed the pitching machine for his/her own players.  The speed of the pitching machine will be set at 42-44 miles per hour.  The coach will call a ball hit into the circle around the pitching machine a “dead ball” and reward the batter with a base hit.  THE PITCHER WILL NOT ENTER THE CIRCLE FOR ANY REASON! 

Special Rules

Base stealing will not be permitted.  
Home Team

Home team will be responsible for setting up and removing the pitching machine from the field.  Also they will be responsible for chalking and raking the field.

Babe Ruth Rules

All Babe Ruth age group rules and regulations are in effect.

Pitchers
Each player will receive a maximum of 5 pitches (6 if the 5th is fouled off). The batter is out if the ball has not been hit into fair territory (after six (6) pitches), or (3) swinging strikes, unless fouled; any ball deemed unhittable by the coach working the pitching machine, is considered a dead ball.  The batter will receive another pitch.  Coaches for the opposing team will feed the pitching machine.  ONLY ADULTS ARE ALLOWED TO FEED THE PITCHING MACHINE.   Play ends when the pitcher has control of the ball.
Foul Balls

At Sun Valley Cal Ripken Baseball North and South fields, a ball bouncing on the grass foul and going fair before passing first (1st) or third (3rd) base is fair.  A ball bouncing on the outside of grass on the first (1st) and third (3rd) baseline and going fair before passing the first (1st) or third (3rd) base is a foul ball.

Substitutes

All players will play 2 complete innings every game.  All substitute players must be put in the game at the top of the 3rd inning and will play 2 consecutive innings.  Exceptions:  Missing practice, disciplinary reasons, conduct, foul language and his/her attitude.  Two innings is considered when a player has played six (6) consecutive defensive outs and has batted once.  

Rookie Rules (Revised March 2015)


Page 1 of 1

